There have been a few new names added to the Housing List distribution lately.  I just want to give new/old users information about the list and its use:

1. It takes about 10 hours to assemble the listings.. 

2. I place a high price for housing of $1000 in the Wash. Metro area, out as far as about Warrenton and in the more rural areas, $850. 

3. The listings come from online newspapers.  I access: Washington Post, Washington Times, Baltimore Sun, Potomac News, Winchester Star, Fairfax Journal, Martinsburg Journal, Hagerstown Herald, Culpeper Community Classifides, Frederic News, Fredericksburg Free Lance Star, Leesburg Today, Fauquier Citizen, Cumberland Times, Berkeley Springs Morgan Messenger, Herndon/Reston Observer Online and "militarybyowner.com". 

4. Each of those papers have their own font and print type so I copy/paste each ad and when done, reformat them all into standard type and spacing. 

5. There may be other sources out there and I would be glad to get access to them.  There may be lists of Section 8 housing which I am unaware of, etc.  If anyone knows of any, please let me know.

It should be noted with regard to any liability:

1. I put a disclaimer at the top stating that "We are not responsible".  The meaning of is for that each of these ads are in public newspapers.  We do not stand behind the ads or the people placing the ads.  We are strictly a consolidated list of those ads. 

2. I put a caution statement at the top about basement housing with limited emergency exits.  Recently there was a fire death near the U. of Maryland where the person had a basement apartment and there was no emergency exit.  Users of this list should caution people to be aware of this when renting. 

3. I often wonder about some of the "rooms for rent" in today's world.  We are familiar that there are "personal" ads by people looking for partners (I do not access those).  There also could be people placing these "room for rent" ads who are predators.  We have no way to validate any of these ads.  You may notice that some of the ads say "Female only" or "Male only".  I can not validate any of the renters intentions.  In today's world, this also goes for male seeking male.  I have worked with needy people that also have mental problems and they could become victims of crime in some situations.  Just use caution and give fair warning.

USES FOR THESE LISTINGS

1. The obvious, when one is homeless or being evicted, it is a place to look. 

2. A big obstacle to changing residence is the deposit.  The person lives pay check to pay check and can afford the rent, but the deposit is not available.  Here are some options: 

· You talk to the landlord and ask if the deposit can be paid as a portion each month. 

· Talk with the needy about getting a "room for rent" 

· "rooms for rent" often don't require a lease (good and bad) 

· Often, "room for rent" doesn't require a deposit 

· Often, a basement for rent is a landlord that has the space and is not renting because of the need for money.  When informed of the situation the needy are in, they may reduce the price or deposit or rent. 

· A person being evicted will have a bad credit rating following them.  A "room for rent" is an interesting alternative.  One rents a room for $300 to $700 which includes utilities and is less than what one was paying for rent.  Help the needy to save the difference each month (help them establish a savings account and follow up each month to make sure they make a deposit).  After 6 months to a year in the "room for rent", the needy will be able to show a good credit reference with this landlord and have saved money for the deposit to move into their own apartment. 

· If the person refuses a "room for rent", watch for "efficiency" apartments.

3. Sit down with the needy and do some price comparison.  How much was the person paying for rent?  Now "search outside the box" with the person.  An apartment in Fairfax is rare at $1000.  However, travel west to Winchester, VA or Cumberland, Md and one can find a 2 or 3 bedroom townhouse for $1000.  The needy will have their own place, lower rent, and with the amount saved pay for a car and gas to work.  They may have a needy friend who would rent one of the bedrooms and reduce the rent cost. 

4. Another use of these lists is in the case of a disaster, like an apartment fire.  Yes, the Red Cross steps in with 3 nights rent.  Big deal, have you ever lost everything in a fire - no furniture, no identification papers?  Now, within 3 days you have to keep your job so you won't lose pay, find a place to live in after 3 days and at the same time prove to the world that you exist on paper.  People using these lists can hand them to the needy and encourage them to seriously look at the "rooms for rent" for an interim solution, until they can get established again. 

.

